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The Shirley McPherson Native Plant Trail wanders through a pine 
flatwoods habitat featuring dozens of plants used for food and shelter 
by early inhabitants and pioneer settlers of the Pinellas peninsula. As 
you walk along the trail, you will learn about the relationship of people 
to the environment. Hopefully you will gain a new appreciation for 
Florida's native plants and wildlife and their value in the past as well as 
for the future. 

Shirley McPherson was a devoted member of the Pinellas Chapter of 
the Florida Native Plant Society and a great supporter of Heritage 
Village and the Pinellas County Historical Society. This nature trail, 
created in her memory, uniquely combines Shirley's love for education 
and native plants into an enduring legacy for the public. 
The trail was made possible by The Pinellas Chapter of the Florida 
Native Plant Society, Heritage Village and Pinellas County. 
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ÁImproved access to exhibits and facility

ÁIncrease visitations

ÁIncrease donations

ÁSustainable development
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ÁRehabilitate trail network

ÁImprove trail stabilization needs 

ÁAddress ADA needs 

ÁImprove aesthetics

ÁLow Impact Development (LID) 
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Which would you prefer 

to walk on ?
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Which would you prefer 

to walk on ?
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ñéitôs so soft and nice to walk 
oné.ò

ñ éno more mud and sand in 
my caré. YEAH !!!ò

ñé now my niece can join us 
in her wheelchairé.ò
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ÅFlexible

ÅExtremely Porous

ÅDynamic in Physical Form

ÅDiffuses Water Force

ÅImpact ðAbsorbing Surface

ÅSlip Resistant

ÅResistant to Freeze / Thaw

ÅDissipates Mechanical òShockó

ÅNon-Flammable

ÅNon-Toxic 

ÅNon Cracking. Even with root intrusion/preventing trip hazards.

ÅStormwater Mgmõt. (BMPõs) ðAllowing Groundwater Recharge.

ÅHeavy Objects do not make indentations when removed.

ÅErosion Control uses (i.e. Embankments, Swales, etc.)

ÅInjury reduction to joggers and walkers.

ÅExceeds ADA requirements ðReduces slip/fall hazards.

ÅReduction of operation and maintenance costs (potholes).

ÅResistant to snow plow damage.

ÅDoes not burn without use of accelerant.

ÅCan be installed near bodies of open water (i.e. Wetlands)
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